STATE OF MAI NE Docket No. 98-206
PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COW SSI ON
June 4, 1998

CHI NA, MAI NE AND STANDI SH TELEPHONE ORDER APPROVI NG
COVPANI ES (UTILITIES, I NC.) REORGANI ZATI ON AND SALE
Request for Approval of Reorganization OF AFFI LI ATE

and Sale of Affiliate (8708)

VELCH, Chairnman; NUGENT, Conmi ssioner

On March 18, 1998 Chi na Tel ephone Conpany, Mai ne Tel ephone
Conmpany and Standi sh Tel ephone Conpany, each a whol | y-owned subsi di ary
of Utilities, Inc., (collectively U or the conpanies) requested the
Comm ssion’s approval of its sale of another U subsidiary, Wstern
Mai ne Cellular, Inc. (WMO) to MRCC, Inc., a Maine Corporation. The
creation of WMC was approved by the Comm ssion in Docket No. 90-216,
dat ed Decenber 12, 1990. This Order approves the conpani es’ request.

WMC is a cellular telecommunications provider |icensed by the
Federal Communi cations Comm ssion (FCC) to provide cellular tel ephone
service in Franklin and Oxford Counties (RSA #1). Cellular
t el ecomruni cations is not regulated by the Comm ssion and as such our
review of the proposed transaction is limted to determ ni ng whet her
the transaction would be adverse to the interests of utility
ratepayers and investors. Since WU s facilities and finances are
separate fromthose of the U Conpanies, we see no adverse inpact for
t he conpanies’ ratepayers or investors resulting fromour approval of
t he proposed sale of WMC to MRCC, Inc. W, therefore, approve the
conpani es’ request. In addition, we note that the FCC has al so
recently approved the transfer of control to MRCC, Inc.

I n approving this reorgani zation, consistent with normal practice
and pursuant to 35-A MR S.A 8 708(2), the Comm ssion wll retain
jurisdiction over all significant changes in the rel ati onships between
and anong the U Tel ephone Conpanies and their affiliates and any
transacti ons between or anong them

Accordi ngly, we
ORDERED

1. That the request of China Tel ephone Conpany, WMai ne Tel ephone
Conpany and Standi sh Tel ephone Conpany (the U tel ephone conpani es)
for approval to sell the wholly-owned subsidiary, Wstern M ne
Cellular, Inc. to MRCC, Inc. as described inits filing of March 18,
1998, is approved.
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2. That a copy of this Order be nailed to interested parties
and this Docket be cl osed.

Dat ed at Augusta, Maine this 4th day of June, 1998.
BY ORDER OF THE COWM SSI ON

Dennis L. Keschl
Adm nistrative Director

COW SSI ONERS VOTI NG FOR: V\ELCH
NUGENT
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gi ve

NOTI CE OF RI GHTS TO REVI EW OR APPEAL

5 MR S. A 8 9061 requires the Public Uilities Comm ssion to
each party to an adjudicatory proceeding witten notice of the

party's rights to review or appeal of its decision nade at the

concl usion of the adjudicatory proceeding. The nethods of review or
appeal of PUC decisions at the conclusion of an adjudicatory
proceedi ng are as foll ows:

1. Reconsi deration of the Comm ssion's Order may be requested
under Section 1004 of the Conm ssion's Rules of Practice and
Procedure (65-407 C MR 110) within 20 days of the date of the
Order by filing a petition with the Conm ssion stating the
grounds upon which reconsideration is sought.

2. Appeal of a final decision of the Conm ssion nay be taken to
the Law Court by filing, within 30 days of the date of the Order,
a Notice of Appeal with the Adm nistrative Director of the

Comm ssi on, pursuant to 35-A MR S. A 8 1320(1)-(4) and the Mine
Rul es of Civil Procedure, Rule 73, et seq.

3. Addi tional court review of constitutional issues or issues
i nvolving the justness or reasonabl eness of rates nmay be had by
the filing of an appeal with the Law Court, pursuant to

35-A MR S. A 8§ 1320(5).

: The attachnent of this Notice to a docunent does not indicate the

Commi ssion's view that the particul ar docunent may be subject to
review or appeal. Simlarly, the failure of the Conm ssion to
attach a copy of this Notice to a docunent does not indicate the
Comm ssion's view that the docunent is not subject to review or
appeal .



